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Takata High School

had a little boat to
help students learn
about the ocean and
how to fish. It was
named “Kamome,”
the Japanese word for
seagull. They painted
“Takata High School”
on the side so that
everyone would know
it was their boat.

The characters

looked like this:
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One day there was a
very big earthquake.
The ground shook and
shook and shook. The
earthquake caused
big waves called a
tsunami. The tsunami
swept over the city

of Rikuzentakata

and washed many
buildings, cars, and
boats into the ocean.
The people were
frightened and angry
and sad.
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The tsunami
traveled all the way
across the Pacific
Ocean to America.
By the time it
reached Crescent
City, it was much
smaller, but was still
big enough to sweep
over the harbor in
Crescent City and sink
many boats.
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Kamome and the
other boats were
washed out into the
ocean by the big
tsunami waves.
Kamome was carried
far, far off the coast.
The people thought
the little boat and

all the other things
caught in the tsunami
were |ost forever.
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The big tsunami
waves flipped
Kamome upside
down. The only part
of the little boat
above the water was
her blue bottom.
The winds and the
ocean slowly pushed
Kamome away from
Japan and towards
America.
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Kamome was alone in
the big Pacific Ocean.
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Sometimes Kamome
was caught in big
storms that tossed
the little boat back

and forth, up and
down. Great waves
splashed completely
over her. But the little
boat was very strong
and kept on floating.
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The little boat’s only
companions

were sea birds,
whales, dolphins,
fish, and other sea
creatures.
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Sea animals called
barnacles stuck

to every part of
Kamome that was
beneath the water.
Their long necks
floated beneath the
little boat. Kamome
must have looked
very strange to the
dolphins and other
creatures that swam
beneath her.
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The barnacles grew
and grew until they
were more than a
foot long, dangling
beneath the boat like
big noodles.

Month and months
went by. The New
Year came and went
and came again.

Making mochi (rice cakes) for
New Year’s Day in Japan
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It was hard for the
people in Rikuzen-
takata to enjoy New
Year’s celebrations
like making mochi.
Most of their
beautiful town was
gone and they were
reminded of the
terrible tsunami every
day.

In America, many
people had forgotten
about the tsunami
and what had
happened in Japan.
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One day more than
two years after the
tsunami, a strange
little boat washed
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Many people came
to look at the boat.
They scraped some
of the barnacles off

the boat and saw the
Japanese writing.
They wondered what
it said.

ashore near Crescent
City. The Americans
had never seen a
boat like this before.
The long barnacles
completely covered
the sides.
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A Japanese person
read the characters
which said “Takata
High School. “ The
people in Crescent
City learned that
Takata High School
was in Rikuzentakata,
Japan and that the
boat had been lost in
the tsunami.
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The students from
Del Norte High School
saw the boat, too.
They were amazed
that the little boat
hadn’t sunk. They
liked the name,
Kamome, because
there were a lot of
seagulls in Crescent
City.
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No one knew what
to do with the little
boat. For weeks and
weeks the little boat
sat alone. One day
the Del Norte High
School students said,
“Maybe we could
send this boat back
to the people who
lost it.”
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The students cleaned
the boat.

They talked to their
teachers about how
to send the boat
home.
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The teachers

talked to officials in
America and Japan.
Many people wanted
to help return the
little boat.
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Finally, Kamome was
put on a ship to return
to Japan.

It had taken the little
boat two years to
travel to America.
The big ship took

less than a week to
take Kamome back to
Japan!
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Takata high school
students came out

to see the little boat
when she arrived in
Rikuzentakata. It
made the students
smile to see their boat
again.
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Takata High School
students and teachers
were very thankful
that the American
students had worked
so hard to send their
boat back. They
invited the American
students to

visit them in Japan.
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What an amazing little
boat! She survived
the tsunami, traveled
all the way across
the ocean and then
came back to Japan.
Everywhere Kamome
went, she made

people happy.

The students from
Takata High School
and Del Norte High
School made a pledge
to each other. “Let’s
be friends forever.”

For Parents and Educators

On April 7, 2013, a little over two years after a magnitude 9.0
earthquake triggered a massive tsunami off the coast of north-
eastern Japan, a lone boat washed up on the shores of Crescent
City, California. Humboldt State University Geology Professor
Lori Dengler was one of the experts called in to examine the
boat. Dr. Dengler contacted Amya Miller, the Director of Global
Public Relations for Rikuzentakata, beginning the process of
linking the boat to Takata High School.

The Japanese Consulate in San Francisco and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration declared the boat as
tsunami debris, lost in the disaster of March 11, 2011. At the

time of the tsunami, Kamome was tied up in a storage area.
No one was in the boat.

Students at Del Norte High School in Crescent City, California
cleaned the boat and worked with Amya Miller to find resources
to return the boat. On October 21, 2013, 954 days after it was
pulled away by the tsunami, the boat returned to Rikuzentakata.

Kamome has become a symbol of resilience, hope, and dialogue.
Amya Miller worked with both Takata High School and Del

Norte High School administrators, staff, and students, to forge

a formal sister school partnership. In February 2014, Del Norte
High School students visited Rikuzentakata, and in January 2015,
Takata High School students visited Del Norte County, California.

The bonds formed between the students and the communities
have transformed the lives of people in Rikuzentakata and
Crescent City, California. One boat and its voyage across the
Pacific Ocean and back to Japan has resulted in two very
different high schools and communities committed to
friendship.

In 2014, Kamome was moved to the National Tokyo Museum as
a special exhibit on the 2011 tsunami and Japanese

recovery. Kamome’s voyage has triggered a new wave. It is our
hope this new wave leads to happiness, awareness, and hope
for all people who read this story.

Visit humboldt.edu/kamome for more information and photos
about the extraordinary voyage of Kamome.
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Del Norte High students write their names in Japanese
gl W ANSY - F S Y k9

CORIFEEFEICEDVTELNIEDTT, RARKEXK DN 2 F1%

D201 3F487BITAVHDAIVIAHIV=TMDILE/ T

A—DBRIC—EDR—IFEBLELT /\VRIVFKFE OB D

BR. O—)— TFT95—#HEBIIR—McBEIBFEEELIC/LE

VT —Ic4 B 7 Blc@mbWE LT, 77 >—8BIdERI ST

DYUEEBNLIRTALIZ—THo1737 Z5—IFAITERERY.
— A ERIEATOEHERDED THAEMUE LT,

= 7k"1‘/77//ZZIE|2|K1=E$ﬁ'Et7kEI/E/¥7’CQF' HERXITTDR—
MIEXTRINIEEDTHAEHIBBLEL . ZLEY T r—Dith
TTOEREDSR— M EERIFHIGRLIEWEDED EHW, £fEH
Lil‘*ﬁu SHEBEFIDIZS—TAE—EICEDISITR— M RESRH D

RHEROELTLEXD 9 5 4BEITR—MIVLEV M Tr—%
M'B FEgTmElIcEHLE LT,

CDR—MIFBLLEFHEFDO VRIVICEYE L, S 5—FAIGEH
aRETIV/ —TEREDFELE VL EIRG, REINGRRRDADE %

WESZEEFRLEL 201 4F02BIETIV/ —TEaROE

EDEREHEN. 20 1 5F 1 BIKidEHESROERD LM

TA—IT<BEE. RRDFEEO>TVET,

R—hE2 01 553 BlcEIBEICRTIN. BXICET 3G
ERXTFRZEHRATHLDICHIEINE L

EXDE IS LR SEEFNFITnHSEET EAETHEIL
YN T —E DT BRERIIREICEYE T, COREETHFDFIC
HoTESW IR BICTERALTIEEWERVET,

a4

CTXRELBERDTT RN

RAFAKREXTTLGONESDTERZH VI BEHIHE
ERIonfc AR BERWVEREZRLET,

EXDETE LIRS ERIIEHAZMTZ DA LHESN
cBDTLES. F. 201 1E3 A1 1HOMEIZAAEATIE
EBAA. ERIIKFEEDHSHBECATREL LI, BADE
fe59 KEHNZVEAXTIIAEL SEEIERGEDFRTITD
NTVET, RARKEK T Tl L K, ALDE A, #E

FEDMUYKPEEIITLETEAV/Z2—R Y FCERONE T #
KRS 2T TlaEL BERLETHETNERBA KX
EXRICB T BRI FHICE > TIEHWED T, Tl Fits
WRICEDESIGBEICERE. FfcThbh SEEEDZTHAIENL
DEEFINELZDTLELID,

BB IXEICL ST UEDEWNCE > TELEVE T, 7AUA
@Bﬁ“‘%&’étiu‘éf LELEBATIHERLEF A COXRDHEEX
IEDEBWICEDWTEEZEZTVWEITDC R FEAREFENDX
BTV QEWDBIE T, T # A TO B FLED
AVZIINIVAT 7 2B 8L B CHAALRINEITER
MICEDEWEICLELT,

7A)ATIFRIFERICHL, XIkE FRAT. ERERLT
S[HFEERLEABEDERINTOE T, FHHE TR
ZHCTEBIITEEEA, TH. 7AVATIIEFICHED RS

S5ESTBD U T ERDRSESTENIDELEWVIIHE
REBONTVWE T, FIHOTIFEZIEL. RIKE T, FTeldFKR
TR OVWVTDBEREFRESZSEICIOTHN—DEE
SHHINELDHO DD DB TH 52, ZLTEELEDTLKEIC
FOTFHEERHBEDHSEAIEBRDNTNET,

ERIICHREEFLIL,

BRI F I FEREF B THIMALEELS
S5, NIDTFIC LR HATHIEDIENDINESDEF DOIEITTIEE
GHWTWBFHRERIE T ED D SEITBERICITALTE
LWLDSEICHKFEE DGV THD > TLBRELES.,
FHOBEHISR TEZZDEEWLTLLS,
RIESHHDEHENFEITOELLD, ETICESPOTEIFED
MITSRED S E—HEITHFEE THEII O TELENEIL. R
LICHETEREERLIEEVET,

FHRDNETR) 1y VTR BRI O TWVEWLEDEER]
G, DT BEEICIIThZR/F> TV > Thal s sELELEL
&5, FRDFELGHLCEH ER, BHLEEH NI L
THhoETIFEHNEEEEET,

MR, B, B5. MLDEXGEDT L EQBYRGEITFHH
WBETATIEREVWEEZHESDLE T, FFlc. REBEKREXDE
ZLWVLBMRIIREICFHLZEICE > TEIHWEDTY,

FEIRCOFREBLCFHREESHXICETBEET N EEX
BEONFICBEERFLE T, Blle 2. MHERDTEEL
BITEICL U EHADEIH TREZBALE I KEDLD
BETFAHIEDHERBDFERNET,

Talking to Young Children about Disasters

Psychologists believe that children can cope more effectively with a disaster
when they know there are things they and their family can do to keep safe.
Providing age-appropriate information will help them to understand what
might happen and lessen their anxiety if a disaster does occur.

Involve your children in the process of preparing.

* Practice “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” drills at home or at schools
or preschools. Count out how long your pretend earthquake lasts
— a great way to learn numbers and a help to stay calm when a
real earthquake strikes.

* Do an earthquake safety hunt in your home. Look for things that
might fall or slide. Your children might spot things you haven’t
noticed.

e Work with your child to put together a personal kit. Talk about
what items should be in the kit and let your child choose a stuffed
toy, a blanket or a favorite book.

e Hold family tsunami evacuation drills. After you have done the
drill a few times, let your children lead the way. The more you
practice, the more familiar the process will become.

Let children know the steps that are being taken by you and your com-
munity to keep them safe. Children can sense topics you are uncomfortable
discussing —the better prepared you are and the more willing you are to
answer any guestions they may have, the more secure they will feel.

After disaster strikes, limit media coverage of the disaster — if children
are going to watch television or video material, consider taping it and
previewing the material. Then watch it with them so you can answer
guestions and help them process the information. Children (and adults)
don’t benefit from graphic details or repeated exposure to disturbing
images or sounds. The aftermath of a crisis is a good time to disconnect
from all media and sit down together and talk as a family.

We hope that this book will provide a first step in talking with your children

about disasters. For more information you can visit the website:
humboldt.edu/kamome.
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One small boat — One vast ocean

The true story of a small boat set adrift by the 2011
Japan tsunami and the friendships it forges between
high school students in Japan and America.

Kamome is capturing hearts on both sides of the Pacific!

“I had the great honor of befriending the wonderful and resilient
people of Rikuzentakata after the disaster in 2011. The amazing
story of Kamome is the story of the genuine friendship between
Japan and the United States - particularly between our young people
— that became even stronger after the tsunami.””

John V. Roos, Former United States Ambassador to Japan

“The Extraordinary Voyage of Kamome not only represents an
extraordinary story of survival, it tells us how the caring from total
strangers can bring repair and healing to hopelessness and despair,
and how children can model for us a path to world peace.”

Dr. Satsuki Ina, therapist and specialist working with trauma victims

“Through the trials of disaster, this is an amazing story of how the
journey of one small boat built huge and lasting bonds of interna-
tional respect and friendship.”

Rocky Lopes, NOAA/National Weather Service Tsunami

Program Deputy

“The Extraordinary Voyage of Kamome has all the ingredients of an
epic odyssey - born of tragedy, sustained by suffering, that ends with
love and friendship. I highly recommend this book for all ages, as it will
become an ageless classic.”
Dr. Eddie Bernard, Emeritus Director NOAA Pacific
Marine Environmental Science Laboratory
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“This is a must-read story about how a shared disaster and one boat’s
incredible journey across the Pacific brought together two different
cultures who found out they had more in common than they thought...

Loved it!”
Ron Gastineau, Crescent City Mayor

“This story floats on a sea of kindness.”
Malcolm Margolin, Publisher, HeyDay Books
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